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Fred Stula

Dear Friends,

Since our founding in 1996, Friends has raised over 
$7 million to; protect wildlife and habitat, preserve 
cultural resources, promote environmental 
education, improve recreational trails, enhance 
visitor experiences and build environmental 
stewardship at Saguaro National Park. We take 
pride in helping the public: Discover Saguaro by 
reconnecting youth to nature, and encouraging the 
exploration and discovery of the resources, heritage 
and recreational opportunities at the Park; Protect 
Saguaro by assisting in the preservation and 
conservation of the natural and cultural resources 
of the Park, and sustaining its wilderness character; 
Support Saguaro by strengthening community 
partnerships, and building environmental stewardship 
through philanthropy, public education and 
volunteerism.

Saguaro National Park set a record for visitation in 
2019, with over 1 million visitors! Those visitors 
spent $65 million in southern Arizona. That spending 
supported 900 local jobs, $35 million in labor income 
and had a cumulative benefit to the local economy of 
$100 million.

2019 was a successful year for Friends of Saguaro. 
Our metrics of success are straightforward and direct: 
donors engaged, money raised, partnerships sustained, 
and volunteers involved.

Donors Engaged. Friends received donations from 117 
new donors and added 150 new names to our monthly 
e-newsletter and bi-annual Saguaro Rib Newsletter. 
285 guests attended our Annual Friendship Dinner and 
Auction and we gained 375 new followers on social 
media.

Money Raised. Friends raised $684,279 from all 
sources and provided the Park with $473,751 in project 
specific grants (page3). This success was accomplished 
while remaining transparent and accountable to our 
stakeholders and the general public. We maintained a 
balanced operating budget, prudent operating reserve 
and continued to devote more than 85% of our total 
expenditures to programs, rather than fundraising or 
overhead costs.

Partnerships Sustained. Friends sustained 
collaborative partnerships with; National Park 
Foundation, National Environmental Education 
Foundation, Public Lands Alliance, National Parks 
Conservation Association, Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, The Nature Conservancy, National Parks 
Second Century Coalition, Coalition for Sonoran 
Desert Protection, Sky Island Alliance, Ironwood 
Tree Experience, Citizens for Picture Rocks, Saguaro 
Horseman Association, Southern Arizona Roadrunners 
and the University of Arizona.

Volunteers Involved. Friends helped connect 877 
volunteers to Saguaro National Park who completed 
35,179 hours of service. Time and talent valued by 
Independent Sector at $894,602. These volunteers 
provided vital support to the Park across all divisions. 
They assisted with interpretive and environmental 
education programs, helped out in the visitor centers, 
removed invasive buffelgrass, completed field research 
and helped to maintain park facilities and trails. We 
are truly grateful to the volunteers who stepped in to 
keep Saguaro National Park clean during the 35 day 
government shutdown in 2018-19.

Thank you to our donors, corporate partners, 
community partners, volunteers and board of directors 
for your support in 2019. Our success would not 
have been possible without your passion and 
commitment to support Saguaro National Park.

Thank you,

Fred Stula 
Executive Director  

Executive Director 
Message & Mission



	 Unrestricted Gifts / Donations (42%)	 $	288,081
	 Restricted Gifts / Grants (58%)	 $	396,198
TOTAL REVENUES	 $	684,279

2019 Financial Report

	 Operating Expense Subtotal (24%)	 $	151,367
	 	 Payroll (11%)	 $	 66,875
	 	 Payroll Taxes ( 1% )	 $	 5,603
	 	 Health Insurance (1%)	 $	 3,853
	 	 Retirement/Tuition Reimbursement (1% )	 $	 5,000
	 	 Annual Dinner (6%)	 $	 34,362
	 	 Printing ( 1% )	 $	 5,221
	 	 Office Rent ( 1% )	 $	 3,000
	 	 Accounting/Professional Services ( 1% )	 $	 6,184
	 	 Newsletter ( 1% )	 $	 4,838
	 	 Phone/Computer/Internet ( <1% )	 $	 1,274
	 	 Liability Insurance/D&O Policy ( <1% )	 $	 1,518
	 	 Office Equipment & Supplies ( <1% )	 $	 1,774
	 	 Postage ( <1% )	 $	 2,182
	 	 Board & Staff Expenses ( <1% )	 $	 345
	 	 Events ( <1% )	 $	 1,603
	 	 Property Taxes / Depreciation ( <1% )	 $	 1
	 	 Bank / Credit Card Fees ( 1% )	 $	 6,569
	 	 Dues/Memberships/Donations ( <1% )	 $	 1,009
	 Direct Program Grants to the Park (76%)	 $	473,751
TOTAL EXPENSES	 $	625,118

Fiscal Transparency & Accountability – At Friends of Saguaro,  
we continue to work hard to earn your trust by being careful stewards 
of your gifts. Our complete audited financials and IRS 990 Form are 
posted on our website and we've maintained our status with the 
leading nonprofit transparency and accountability organizations.

Revenues
58%

42%

Expenses

76%

24%



$421,548 for the Next Generation Ranger Corps 
Internship Program. Friends created this program in 
2015 to help young people who are passionate about 
the environment discover Saguaro National Park and 
its different operational divisions. This paid internship 
provides participants with a supportive, engaging 
and educational working opportunity at the park. The 
program has employed 73 diverse interns who receive 
targeted training, mentoring and work experiences. 
95% of the graduates have gone on to work in the 
environmental field, 23 currently work for federal land 
management agencies and 12 work here at Saguaro. 
70% of the interns were women, 51% were from 
underserved communities and 75% worked at least 640 
hours, qualifying them for the Public Land Corps hiring 
authority with the federal government.

This highly effective and nationally recognized program 
has expanded Saguaro National Parks capacity to 
complete research, maintain trails, remove invasive 
buffelgrass, deliver environmental education programs 
and provide over 1 million annual visitors with a first 
class experience. This paid internship is helping local 
youth develop the skills and experiences required to 
actively compete for positions at Saguaro National 
Park and other federal land management agencies. 
The NextGen program is the beginning of a lifetime of 
involvement, advocacy, and support for national parks, 
public lands and the environment. 

$10,000 for the Educational Patio Donor Mural. 
In 2017, Friends provided $65,000 to construct a fully 
accessible year-round outdoor educational patio at 
the Rincon Mountain Visitor Center. The project was 
completed in 2019 and the donor mural, created by local 
artist Gail T. Roberts was installed in early 2020. The 
Educational Patio is being used daily by park rangers to 
present educational programs and interpretive talks. 

Direct Program Grants to Saguaro National Park



$9,990 for Teacher Rangers. Friends provided 
funding for 8 Teacher Rangers and 8 Assistant Teacher 
Rangers who collaboratively engaged underserved 
schools with the park. Each teacher organized and 
lead groups of students on hikes to explore Saguaro 
National Park and its natural and cultural resources. 

$8,279 for School Transportation. Friends provided 
school transportation reimbursements for all local 
school field trips and hiking club activities. By funding 
the transportation costs, over 10,000 youth from 
southern Arizona were able to visit the park (many for 
the first time) and participate in hands-on, place-based, 
environmental education programs. 

$6,990 for a Visitor Use Survey. Friends provided 
funding for digital and portable equipment to 
accurately measure the use of both parking lots and 
trailheads. This information is vital and required 
for Saguaro National Park to propose upgrades and 
expansions to accommodate increased visitor use.

$5,964 for the Park’s Hiking Guides and Desert 
Waters Booklet. Friends provided funding to print the 
free hiking guides that are given to all park visitors and 
used by park rangers to direct visitors to trailheads. 

Friends also 
provided funding 
to print the 
Desert Waters 
Booklet, which is 
a comprehensive 
analysis of the 
scarce water 
found in Saguaro 
National Park.

$5,170 for Youth Hiking Clubs. Friends supported 
8 expanded youth hiking clubs. Each club has 15-20 
students from underserved schools that are led by a 
Teacher Ranger and an Assistant Teacher Ranger, who 
collaboratively organize monthly hikes and bi-annual 
camps at Saguaro National Park where the students 
learn about the environment, camping and hiking.

$2,550 for the Park’s Volunteer Picnic. Friends 
supported the Park’s annual volunteer recognition 
picnic to recognize, thank and celebrate the 
volunteer achievements. Volunteers are essential for 
Saguaro National Park and complete many important 
functions.

$2,510 for the Park’s Community Engagement 
Events. Friends supported the park’s community 
outreach and engagement initiatives which allowed 
the park to participate in popular community events 
such as; the Tucson Festival of Books, Rodeo Parade 
and the Holiday Parade of Lights. In addition to 
supporting the first Junior Ranger Program at the 
John Valenzuela Community 
Center in south Tucson and 
the annual Naturalization 
Ceremony in partnership 
with the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services. 

$750 for the Diamond Junior Ranger Program. 
Friends supported the park in bringing the Junior 
Ranger Program to children at Banner Diamond 
Children’s Hospital. The fun and engaging program 
takes place quarterly and provides the children with 
activity books, crayons and stuffed animals to take 
back to their rooms. 
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Friends of Saguaro National Park acknowledges its donors throughout the year in the Saguaro Rib newsletter, 
as well as in our Annual Report and on our website (www.friendsofsaguaro.org). We greatly appreciate the 
generosity of these individual donors during the past year, and we apologize for any errors or omissions. 
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James Rauff, Decatur, IL

Rodney and Pamela Rempt, Big Sky, MT

Allan and Nancy Resnick, Tucson

Barbara Ricca, Tucson
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Robert Sanderson, Tempe, AZ
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Gary and Bonnie Slaten, Tucson

Robert and Helga Small, Tucson

Emmett and Carol Smelser, Marana, AZ

Barbara Smith, Tucson

Joseph Smith, Vail, AZ

Katherine Smith, Tucson

Marc Smith, Tucson

Phyllis Smith, Cary, NC

Ryan Smith, Kansas City, MO

Bob and Suzanne Snow, Tucson

The Solomon Family, Cincinnati, OH

Tim and Louise Spears, Tucson

Travis Spore, Denver, CO

Timothy Springe, McLean, VA

D. Allen and Vicki Stanton, Tucson

Peter and Barbara Stasz, Saint Paul, MN

Vincent & Susan Staunton, West Hartford, CT

Todd Steele, Fort Wayne, IN

Charles and Nikki Stein, Scottsdale, AZ

David Stevenson, Tucson

Chris Stidley, Tucson

Richard Strange, Vail, AZ

Ernest Strong, Tucson

Fred and Tiffany Stula, Tucson

Marjorie Stula, Lincolnton, NC

Leonard Summers, Tucson

Jim Suozzo, Slingerlands, NY

Don Swann and Phi Pham, Tucson

Taylor Swanson, Tullahoma, TN

Jacob Swygert, Anderson, SC

Donna Tang, Tucson

Chuck and Anne Tatum, Tucson

Howard and Marlies Terpning, Tucson

Joe and Connie Theobald, Tucson

Leonard and Carolyn Thurman, Tucson

Toni Torpey, Tucson

Pat Trossman, Tucson

Jack Tuber, Paradise Valley, AZ

Judith Tuck, Sun City, AZ

Lawrence Tuck, Tucson

Travis and Emily Tufts, Tucson

Jerrie Uitti, Tucson

Judith and John Ulreich, Tucson

Thomas and Christine Uzzell, Tucson

Virginia Van Der Veer, Tucson

Deborah Van Ohlen and Wendy Payton, West 

Hartford, CT

Don and Bobbie VandeGriff, Tucson

Debra Vander Meer, Weston, FL

Marianne Vivirito, Tucson

Kaye Wagner, Baileys Harbor, WI

Cassie Walker and Scott Campbell, Tucson

Frances Ann Walker, Tucson

Frank and Judy Walker, Bozeman, MT

Ron and Anne Walker, Oro Valley, AZ

Jan Warnke and Chris Wilt, Tucson

Mark Wartenberg, Redwood City, CA

Renate Wasserman, Tucson

Fred and Mary Alice Webster, Tucson

Marc Weininger & Chris Bittle, Tucson

Maurice Weinrobe, Tucson

Steve and Joann Weinstein, Tucson

Ivy Wells, Winter Haven, FL

Erin Wendlandt, Mesa, AZ

Lee Whitley, Houston, TX

Martha Wiedemann, Silver Spring, MD

Rita Wiggs, Fayetteville, NC

Alex Wilson, Tucson

Sunny Wilson, Tucson

Pamela Winsten, Tucson

Ken and Janet Winters, Tucson

Jim Withey, Tucson

Barbara Wolf, Rochester, NY

Ted Wolner, Oberlin, OH

Brandon and Lisa Wong, Tucson

Carol Wood, Pitman, NJ

Charles Woodruff, San Antonio, TX

Wanda Wynne, Tucson

Christopher Yanagihara, Broomfield, CO

Shohei Yoneda, Canton, MI

Tannaz Zafarnia, Brooklyn, NY

Annette Zinn, Houston, TX



2019 Corporate & Foundation Donors

Bess Spiva Timmons Foundation

Cote Foundation

National Park Foundation

Outdoor Foundation

Tucson Electric Power

Donations of $5,000 or More Donations of  
$1,000 to $5,000

Community Foundation 
for Southern Arizona

CopperPoint Insurance 
Company

Southern Arizona 
Roadrunners

Sunnyside Medicenter, PC

COTE FOUNDATION

Donations to $1,000

AC Hotel Tucson Downtown

Active Network

Alfonso Gourmet Olive Oil & Balsamics

Arizona Biltmore

Arizona Opera

Arizona Sonora Desert Museum

Arizona Trail Association

B & B Cactus

Beyond Bread

Benevity Community Impact Fund

Brookby Foundation

Buffalo Trading Post

Canyon Ranch

Canyonlands Field Institute

Caruso's Restaurant

Cat Mountain Lodge

Chris Bubany Studio

Diana Madaras Gallery

Downtown Tucson Partnership

Eegee's

El Conquistador Tucson, A Hilton Resort

Fairmont Scottsdale Princess

Fangamer, LLC

Gail T. Roberts Studio

Gaslight Theatre

Hacienda Del Sol

Harrah's Ak-Chin Hotel & Casino

Harris Environmental Group

Heard Museum

Hideaway at Silver Saddle

HUB Restaurant & Ice Creamery

IBM Foundation

Jim Click Automotive Team

Just Give

JW Marriott Starr Pass Resort & Spa

Katsman Elstein Charitable Fund

Loews Ventana Canyon Resort

MacArthur Foundation

Maswik Lodge

Omni Tucson National Resort

Pizza Hut

Pointe Hilton Squaw Peak Resort

Reid Park Zoological Society

Rocking K Holdings

Royal Palms Resort & Spa

Saguaro Horseman Association

Sam Levitz Furniture

Tanque Verde Ranch

Texas Instruments Foundation

The Cheesecake Factory

The Phoenician

The Strater Hotel

Tucson Botanical Gardens

Tucson Electric Power

Tucson Hot Air Balloon Rides

Tucson Saddle Club

Tucson Symphony Orchestra

University of Arizona, Biosphere 2

Verde Canyon Railroad

Western National Parks Association

Westward Look Wyndham Grant Resort 
& Spa

White Stallion Ranch

Wyndham Canoa Ranch Resort

YMCA of the Rockies

Your Cause



Friends of Saguaro National Park 
2700 North Kinney Road 
Tucson, AZ 85743

P.O. Box 18998 
Tucson, AZ 85731-8998

Website:	 www.friendsofsaguaro.org 
E-mail:	 fosnp@friendsofsaguaro.org 
Phone:	 (520) 733-8610


