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Helping Saguaro National Park Reconnect 
Native Youth to their Ancestral Homelands

Human 
habitation in 
the Tucson 
Basin 
dates back 
approximately 
12,500 
years to the 
Pleistocene 

Age. The first people were likely descended from 
those who migrated across a land bridge from 
Siberia to Alaska. Bands of hunters were roaming 
the desert grasslands of southern Arizona by 
about 10,000 BC. Archeologists have concluded 
that sites found in the Tucson Basin, along the 
Santa Cruz River, likely represent the oldest, 

continuously inhabited 
area in the United 
States.

About 2,300 years ago, 
a group we now call the 
Hohokam had settled 
southern Arizona, 
including the Santa Cruz 
valley. By 700 AD, they 
had a well-developed 
agricultural economy 
including extensive 
irrigation systems. 
Archeological finds in 
the Rincon Mountain 

District of Saguaro 
National Park show 
the Hohokam 
villages existed 
there for about 
600 years, along 
Rincon Creek 
and its tributary 
washes. The 
Hohokam culture 
vanished in the 
15th century.

Contemporary native peoples that would constitute 
the ethnographic history of the park include 
Akimel O’odham, Apache, Hopi, Maricopa, 
Yaqui, Tohono O’odham, Yavapai, and Zuni. The 
2.85-million-acre Tohono O’odham Nation, west 
of Tucson, is near the Tucson Mountain District 
of Saguaro National Park. The Nation includes 



Friends received a grant from the National Park Foundation for 
$99,664 to support our inclusive storytelling efforts at Saguaro 
National Park. This grant will further engage tribal participation 
through an internship that will provide tribal storytellers with training, 
support, and resources to document, preserve, and share new and 
more inclusive prospectives. This project will create interpretive 
products that will work to correct damaging narratives, and further 
Saguaro National Park’s commitment to native perspectives, and 
establish new pathways for tribal storytellers to build careers in 
National Park Service interpretation.

Grant from the National Park Foundation 

Executive Director's Report
For the fifteenth consecutive year, Friends as been 
awarded with the prestigious “Top-Rated” award by 
Great Nonprofits, the leading provider of user reviews 
about nonprofit organizations. Fewer than 1% of 
nonprofits nationwide can achieve the “Top-Rated” 
distinction. The top-rated environmental nonprofit 
award for 2024 was based on the large number of 

positive stakeholders reviews that Friends received. The reviews were written by 
donors, volunteers, advocates, park staff, and the public. I encourage you read 
them on our website and submit your own review. 

The ability of Friends to help the Park and further our mission depends on  
you – our donors, volunteers, and advocates – and we are grateful for your support. Without your efforts, the park  
wouldn’t exist as we know it today. If you have any questions or feedback, please feel free to contact me directly at 
(520) 733-8610 or fosnp@friendsofsaguaro.org.

- Fred Stula, MPA

Our partnership and collaborative work with Friends is truly amazing. We 
are proud to be recognized as a national leader in program development 
and best practices for national parks and Friends groups. 

Thank you to the U.S. Poet Laureate, Aida Limón for selecting Saguaro 
National Park as one of seven national park sites to be part of her 
signature project “You are Here: Poetry in Parks.” The project transformed 
a picnic table at the Mica View Picnic Area into a work of art featuring a 

poem written by local Tohono O’odham poet Ofelia 
Zepeda titled “Cloud Song.” The unveiling event took 
place on December 3rd and was funded by Friends. We 
encourage you to visit the park and see the art installation.  

On behalf of the National Park Service and Saguaro National Park, we are grateful for your 
generous support of our official philanthropic partner Friends of Saguaro. They are transparent, 
accountable, and careful stewards of your gifts. Thank you for your commitment to help preserve, 
protect, and enhance the fragile environment and unique cultural heritage of the Sonoran Desert at 
Saguaro National Park.

Fred with U.S. Poet Laureate Aida Limón

Park Report

the famous Mission San Xavier del Bac, founded 
in 1700. The mission building was completed in 
1797 and is a National Historic Landmark.

Friends has funded the development and 
implementation of the park’s programs and 
projects to 
reconnect 
contemporary 
native peoples 
to their 
ancestral 
homelands. 
This includes 
community 
outreach and 
engagement, 
creation of the Native Peoples Speaker Series, 
cultural demonstrations, place-based field trips 
and hikes for tribal schools, Tribal Educator 
Workshops, support for traditional saguaro fruit 
and cholla bud harvesting, and recruitment of 
tribal youth for the NextGen Program. Support 
of these programs will continue in the future in 
addition to support for the redevelopment of 
the Tucson Mountain District Visitor Center. This 

redevelopment will focus on first-person native 
history, stories, archeology, and traditional saguaro 
fruit harvesting.  

Friends support of these efforts has directly 
lead to visits from the Secretary of Interior, Deb 
Haaland; Director of National Park Service, Chuck 
Sams; the hiring of Saguaro National Park’s first 
permanent tribal employee, Raeshaun Ramon, 
a former NextGen and member of the Tohono 
O’odham Nation, and Saguaro National Park being 
selected by the U.S. Poet Laureate, Ada Limón, to 
receive a poetry art installation, written by Ofelia 
Zepeda, a member of Tohono O’odham Nation. 
These meaningful relationships and incredible 
success would not have been possible without 
your support. Thank you!
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One of the ways you can help FOSNP support the Park is by “adopting” a saguaro, or 
one of a variety of animal species found in this ecosystem. You can make these adoptions 
yourself, or present them as gifts for family and friends. We’ll put the person’s name on an 
adoption certificate (that includes a picture of the saguaro, or animal species that’s being 
adopted), and send them a letter explaining why the protection of the species at Saguaro 
National Park is important for biodiversity.

All adoption proceeds are placed in restricted accounts whose revenues are used exclusively to support 
wildlife and habitat research at the park. Utilizing our Adopt a Saguaro revenues, we’ve provided the Park 
with more than $95,000 in the past several years to assist with the decennial saguaro census, support the 
PIT tag identification project, and protect native habitat by removing invasive buffelgrass. Utilizing our wildlife 
adoption revenues, we’ve provided the park with more than $85,000 in recent years to support Gila monster 
research, desert tortoise monitoring, bat surveys, and mountain lion and bobcat research.

Please visit our website to make an adoption

Support the Park with  
Saguaro and Wildlife Adoptions!

Gift Donors:
AC Hotel Tucson Downtown
Alfonso Gourmet Olive Oil & Balsamics
Amerind Museum
Arizona Cardinals
Arizona Diamondbacks
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum
B & B Cactus Farm
Beyond Bread
Bob Snyder
Casino Del Sol
Desert Botanical Garden
Desert Diamond Hotel & Casino
Diana Madaras Gallery
DoubleTree by Hilton Tucson Reid Park
Fred & Tiffany Stula
Hacienda Del Sol Guest Ranch Resort
Heard Museum
Hilton El Conquistador Resort
Hilton Tucson East
Jo Kubran
JW Marriott Starr Pass Resort & Spa

Lodge on the Desert
Loews Ventana Canyon Resort
Mitch Stuart Inc.
Mount Lemmon Lodge
Omni Tucson National Resort
Reid Park Zoological Society
RoadHouse Cinema
Saguaro National Park Cactus Ranger Club
Tanque Verde Ranch
Terry DeWald
The Gaslight Theatre
True Ranch Collection
Tucson Botanical Gardens
Tucson Improv Movement Comedy Theater
Tucson Museum of Art
Tucson Symphony Orchestra
Uni Concepts Restaurant Collective
University of Arizona Biosphere 2
Verde Canyon Railroad
Virginia Van Der Veer
Western National Parks Association
Westward Look Wyndham Grand Resort & Spa

Remembering 
Charles “Chuck” Conrad
Chuck was one of the three founding members of Friends in 1997, along with Mort Tuller and Dorothy 
“Dottie” Davis. He was a Major in the US Army for twenty-five years serving in the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts, earning numerous decorations. After retiring, he and his wife Louise, volunteered at Saguaro 
National Park leading hikes, interpretive programs, and greeting visitors at the Tucson Mountain District for 
twenty-seven years. Chuck was instrumental in creating the Friends endowment and generously included 
it in his estate plans. His love, support, and commitment to Saguaro National Park led to the creation of 
Friends and he will be missed.   

The 26th Annual Dinner & Auction to benefit Saguaro National Park was success! 
We raised $71,500 to support our mission to help protect wildlife and habitat, 
preserve cultural resources, promote environmental education, improve recreational 
trails, enhance visitor experiences, and build environmental stewardship at Saguaro 
National Park. 230 friends attended as we recognized and celebrated the following 

individuals and organizations that helped 
fulfill our mission in the past year: Donors 
Chuck Conrad and the Southern Arizona 
Roadrunners, Corporate Partners Tucson 
Electric Power and Tanque Verde Ranch 
and the Cote Family, Community Partners 
Western National Parks Association and 
the Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection, 
Volunteers Lisa Harris, and our Hiking Club 

Leaders. Attendees saw the park's mobile visitor center and met two of the 
park's mules, Bodie and Big Boy. Remarks were made by Graeme Hughes, 
Board President for Friends, Fred Stula, Executive Director for Friends, 
and Scott Stonum, Superintendent at Saguaro National Park. The Mariachi 
Rayos del Sol from Tucson High School and Rich Rodriguez performed, 
and Christine Sullivan served as the auctioneer. The 26th Annual Friends of 
Saguaro Dinner & Auction was our second most successful event, thanks to 
the generous support and commitment from our Board Members, donors, 
volunteers, and corporate and community partners. A special thanks goes to 
our event sponsor Tucson Electric Power and gift donors.

26th Annual Dinner & Auction
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April 1, 2024 – September 30, 2024
Our thanks and appreciation to all our donors during the two last quarters; 
we apologize for any errors or omissions.Our Donors
Diana Scalise
John Schroeder
Sanaaz Showghi
Harvey Simmons, In Memory of 

Harvey Simmons
Robert and Suzanne Snow
Travis Spore
Charles and Nikki Stein
William Thornton
Carolyn Thurman
Tucson Hiking Guide, In Memory 

of Betty Leavengood
Judith Ulreich
Chris and Lindsey Willard
Ann Marie Wolf
Brandon and Lisa Wong

Donations of  
$50 - $99
Anonymous
Dana Backer
Russell Bechtol
Alexandra Bernardino
Sallie Bray, In Memory of Larry 

Fulton
Michael Chehoski
John and Suzanne Cochran
Margaret Colella
John Cuprisin, In Memory of John 

Cuprisin
Diane Davis
Sharon Dockter, In Honor of Alan 

Krasofski
Marilyn Eckberg
Raymond Ellis
Darrell Foor
Janice Friedman
Brendan and Joy Godfrey, In 

Memory of Earl and Donna 
Codner

Jeffrey Goodhue
Kenneth Grunwald, In Memory of 

Richard Shattuck

Judith Hartigan
Donald Heller
Janice Heller, Arizona Gives Day
Kathleen Hirshman, Arizona Gives 

Day
Ross Iwamoto and Marianne 

Vivirito
Francis Keenan, In Memory of Curt 

Rautenstraus 
Leslie Kooy
Barbara Kostka
Ellen Kwader-Murphy
Dana Lawson, In Honor of Dorothy 

Davis
Kelley Martin
Diane McCall, In Memory of Ben 

and Lorraine Roth
Michael and Barbara McElroy
Karen McWhirter
Nicholas Medvescek, In Honor of 

Bina Medvescek
Marlene Olson
Barbara Pearson, Arizona Gives 

Day
Spencer Prevett
Sally Rademaker
James Rauff
Terri Register
Danny Scott
Erin Stewart
Leonard Summers
James Suozzo, In Memory of 

Wendy
Kimberly Tomizuka
Victory Fund
Sally Wasielewski
Shohei Yoneda

Donations to $49
Ian Aebel
Rhonda Bannard, Arizona Gives 

Day
Hannah Benz, In Memory of 

Wayne Andrew
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Buffalo Trading Post
Lisa Bunting
Caitlin and Ryan Burm
Leonard Cohen
Abigail Dorward
Katharine and Earl Drake, Arizona 

Gives Day
Lori and Felipe Garcia
Kate Gardiner
Nicole Gaudenti
Dorothy Giffen
Sarah Gillespie
Margaret Gorski
Janna Hahn
Michael and Joni Hammond
Paul Hartgraves, Arizona Gives 

Day
Erin Heinz, In Honor of UA 

Environmental Sociology Class 
2024

Helen Hensley
Samuel Kalter
Gabriele Koschorke
Danielle Latimore
Brent Linker, Arizona Gives Day
Marana Host Lions Club
Morgan McCready
Vincent Pawlowski
Matt Perillo
Dennis Richards
Mary Roberts
Sonia Robles
Sharon Rodriguez
Joan Samuelson
Joe and Mae Smith
Kelsey Steinbach
Carissa Sweitz
Ivy Wells
Diane Wolff
Annette Zinn

Donations of $5,000 or 
More
Arizona Department of Forestry 

and Fire Management
Jill Mowlem Bessey Trust
National Park Foundation
Tucson Electric Power
Western National Parks 

Association

Donations of  
$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Connie and Rodney Boorse
Rhoda Hubbard
Dan and Kit Kimball
Amanda McWhirter
National Environmental Education 

and Training Foundation
Louise Plank
John and Kimberly Zevalkink

Donations of  
$500 - $999
Juliana Auel and Robert Whomsley
Fangamer, LLC
Pamela and Richard Forcier
Charles Kerr
David Stevenson
Fred and Tiffany Stula
Howard and Marlies Terpning
Joe and Connie Theobald
Roger Thomson and Mary 

Connors
Dennis and Leigh Anne Thrasher
Anne and Ron Walker

Donations of  
$250 - $499
John and Patricia Case
Phillip Drachman
Larry and Judy East
Kieran and Ernest Fasse

Ralph Howard
Graeme Hughes
Fred and Sandra Luckau
Harry and Marie McDermott
Sharon Ogan
Tommilee Phillips and Richard 

Keiler
David and Lauren Rabb
Rita Ritter, Arizona Gives Day
Michael Rowe
June and Joseph Rubin
Henry and Christina Shea
Barbara Smith
Mary and Jeff Stoller
Jo Kubran Ward
Chris and Julie Westbrook, In 

Memory of Curt Rautenstraus

Donations of  
$100 - $249
Stephen Abbott, Arizona Gives Day
America’s Charities
Rebecca Arenivar
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Scott and Barbara Blackwell
Michael Block
Daniel Brunton
Thomas Brysacz, In Honor of Ben 

and Alex Brysacz
David Caffrey
Jeffrey Chase, In Memory of 

Wayne Andrew
Lee and Terri Cooper
Dorothy Davis
Sandra Diggins
Rachael Dottle
Elizabeth and Alan Dozier
Michael Fassett
Andrea Fisher
Marie Geraci and Steven Wetmore
Nina Gibson
Elizabeth Giles, In Memory of 

Randy Prentice
Laura Ginger

Louise Glasser, Arizona Give Day
Richard Goepfrich
Eloise Gore, Arizona Gives Day
Tom and Cindy Green
Lindsey Guerin
Kathryn Gullen
David Hamra
Peter Hauser
H Deon Holt
P Donald Hopkins
Kathleen Houghtaling
Ramesh Jagasia
Ron Johnson, In Honor of Betty 

Johnson
Bruce and Lisa Joss, In Memory of 

Curt Rautenstraus
Barb Joyce
Nils Julin
Alice Kachman
Lydia Kelley
Marisa Linsly
Ann Litsas
Shirley Livingston
Virginia Logsdon
Judith Malen
Deborah Mastella-Sershon
Leah McGinnis
Justis and Charles McLaren, In 

Memory of Barry Bailey
Sonya Miller, In Memory of Richard 

Miller
Barbara Mills and TJ Ferguson, 

Arizona Gives Day
Louis Mindes
Robert O’Brien
David and Mary Parnell
Patio Garden Club of Tucson
Pledgeling Foundation
Karen Pope
Virginia Richardson
Dennis and Gail Roberton
Marvin Rockford
Rocking K Development Co.
Frances Ross, In Memory of Glenn 

Ross
Adam Sarvana
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Friends of Saguaro National Park 
2700 North Kinney Road 
Tucson, AZ 85743

Website:	 www.friendsofsaguaro.org 

E-mail:	 fosnp@friendsofsaguaro.org 

Phone:	 (520) 733-8610

Board of Directors
Graeme Hughes, President 
Dr. Lisa Harris, Vice President 
David Rabb, Treasurer 
Catherine Bartlett, Secretary 
Nick Fox 
Nils Julin 
Dan Kimball 
Dr. R. William Mannan 
Kai Pan, CPA 
Dr. Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Doug Siegel 
Dr. Joe Theobald

Scott Stonum, Superintendent 
Elizabeth Hudick, NPS/FOSNP Liaison 
Fred Stula, MPA, Executive DIrector

1.	 Visit Saguaro National Park for a fun, 
educational program, or hike. View the full 
program list at www.friendsofsaguaro.org

2. 	Donate to Friends to support programs and 
projects at SNP www.friendsofsaguaro.org

3. Advocate to protect and preserve SNP  
www.npca.org

4. 	Sign-up for the Friends e-newsletter

5. 	“Like,” “Follow,” and “Share” Facebook and 
Instagram posts from SNP and Friends

www.facebook.com/
friendsofsaguaro

www.instagram.com/
friendsofsaguaro

How You Can Help SNP


