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Documenting Wildlife Movement at Saguaro 
National Park to Develop Conservation Strategies 
Friends is 
funding a three-
year study 
at Saguaro 
National Park to 
document wildlife 
movement 
and develop 
comprehensive, 
multi-faceted 
conservation 
strategies. The 
Park will use 
iNaturalist and 
strategically placed wildlife cameras to document 
movement and barriers at key areas of the Park 
boundary and roads previously identified as 
important areas for wildlife movement. Our Next 
Generation Rangers will work with Park Resource 

staff to expand 
the Park’s 
capacity for 
wildlife studies 
by engaging 
the public with 
iNaturalist 
projects to 
collect additional 
wildlife photos 
and document 
the location 
within the study 

area. These vital 
data sources will 
be combined and 
identify priority 
areas to remove 
or improve fences, 
modify culverts, 
redesign roadways 
to increase 
wildlife safety and 
identify additional 
lands along Park 
boundaries to 
be considered in 
future boundary 
expansion 
proposals.



Decades of research 
have demonstrated 
that many animals 
must be able to 
migrate to survive; as 
populations become 
isolated from other 
populations, local 
extinction often 
follows. This is a 
particular concern in 
the Tucson Mountains 
and Friends has funded collaborative efforts with 
other Park partners to reduce barriers to the 
west, such as removing old agricultural fences 
throughout the Avra Valley.

Friends has 
directed restricted 
funds from 
Wildlife Adoptions 
to support the 
Park’s efforts 
to document 
wildlife movement 
and develop 
strategic, long-
term conservation 
strategies. This 
important study and protection for wildlife in 
Saguaro National Park would not be possible 
without your generous support and participation. 
Thank you!

Saguaro National Park is a special place, and I am thrilled to join the Park and community. I 
have worked at many national park sites over twenty-eight years focusing on biological and 
ecological field research, natural and cultural resource programs and managing national 
parks and protected areas. My career began at Lava Beds National Monument before 
working at Carlsbad Caverns National Park, Zion National Park, Bryce Canyon National 
Park, Death Valley National Park, Shenandoah National Park, Sagamore Hill National 
Historic Site, Mojave National Preserve, and the National Park Service Intermountain 
Regional Office. In my most recent position, I was the Park Manager at El Malpais and El 
Morro National Monuments.

Saguaro National Park welcomed 946,000 visitors in 2024. Those visitors spent $73.3 million in southern Arizona that 
supported 736 jobs, $37 million in labor income, $66.6 million in value added and resulted in a cumulative benefit 
to the local economy of $103 million. Your generous support of Friends of Saguaro allows the Park to provide a first-
class experience for every visitor. 

Our partnership and collaborative work with Friends is unique and impactful. We are proud to be recognized as 
a national leader in program development and best practices for national parks and Friends groups. On behalf 
of the National Park Service and Saguaro National Park, we are grateful for your generous support of our official 
philanthropic partner Friends of Saguaro. They are transparent, accountable, and careful stewards of your gifts. Thank 
you for your commitment to help preserve, protect, and enhance the fragile environment and unique cultural heritage 
of the Sonoran Desert at Saguaro National Park.

- Kelly Fuhrmann, Park Manager

Park Report

Executive Director Report
For the sixteenth consecutive year, Friends as been awarded with the prestigious “Top-Rated” 
award by Great Nonprofits, the leading provider of user reviews about nonprofit organizations. 
Fewer than 1% of nonprofits nationwide can achieve the “Top-Rated” distinction. The top-rated 
environmental nonprofit award for 2025 was based on the large number of positive stakeholder 
reviews that Friends received. The reviews were written by donors, volunteers, advocates, park 
staff, and the public. I encourage you to read them at www.greatnonprofits.org, search for Friends 
of Saguaro, and submit your own review. 

The ability of Friends to help the Park and further our mission depends on you – our donors, 
volunteers, and advocates – and we are grateful for your support. Without your efforts, the Park 
wouldn’t exist as we know it today. If you have any questions or feedback, please feel free to 
contact me directly at (520) 733-8610 or fosnp@friendsofsaguaro.org.

- Fred Stula, MPA

Friends is thrilled to announce its collaboration with Crooked Friends is thrilled to announce its collaboration with Crooked 
Tooth Brewing for a new limited release beer! Friends of Saguaro Tooth Brewing for a new limited release beer! Friends of Saguaro 
National Park Mesquite Amber is available now in draft and National Park Mesquite Amber is available now in draft and 
cans, with beautiful can artwork by Emma Rogers. The mesquite cans, with beautiful can artwork by Emma Rogers. The mesquite 
amber was chosen to honor and celebrate the uniqueness of our amber was chosen to honor and celebrate the uniqueness of our 
treasured national park. The beer is available at Hub Restaurant, treasured national park. The beer is available at Hub Restaurant, 
Growlers Taphouse, Arizona Beer House, El Conquistador Resort, Growlers Taphouse, Arizona Beer House, El Conquistador Resort, 
Food Conspiracy, Tap Savvy, Tap and Bottle North, AC Hotel Tucson, Corbett's and Tanque Food Conspiracy, Tap Savvy, Tap and Bottle North, AC Hotel Tucson, Corbett's and Tanque 
Verde Ranch. Thank you to Julie, Ben, David and everyone at Crooked Tooth Brewing for Verde Ranch. Thank you to Julie, Ben, David and everyone at Crooked Tooth Brewing for 
this impactful partnership to raise awareness and support of Saguaro National Park!this impactful partnership to raise awareness and support of Saguaro National Park!

Collaboration with Crooked Tooth Brewing

32



One of the ways you can help Friends support the Park is by “adopting” a saguaro, or 
one of a variety of animal species found in this ecosystem. You can make these adoptions 
yourself, or present them as gifts for family and friends. We’ll put the person’s name on an 
adoption certificate (that includes a picture of the saguaro, or animal species that’s being 
adopted), and send them a letter explaining why the protection of the species at Saguaro 
National Park is important for biodiversity.

All adoption proceeds are placed in restricted accounts whose revenues are used 
exclusively to support wildlife and habitat research at the Park. Utilizing our Adopt a Saguaro revenues, we’ve 
provided the Park with more than $125,000 in the past several years to assist with the saguaro arm study, 
saguaro root project, saguaro relocation efforts, saguaro fruit harvest, and protect native habitat by removing 
invasive buffelgrass. Utilizing our wildlife adoption revenues, we’ve provided the Park with more than $100,000 
in recent years to support Gila monster research, desert tortoise monitoring, and mountain lion, bobcat, and 
black bear research, documentation, protection and conservation strategies.

Please visit our website to make an adoption

Support the Park with  
Saguaro and Wildlife Adoptions!

The National Park Service has recognized Friends of Saguaro National 
Park as the 2024 External Wilderness Stewardship Partner of the Year! 
Friends received the award by providing donor funding to support 
wilderness stewardship and the preservation of wilderness character 
through direct project funding and matching funds. Wilderness 
stewardship work supported by Friends funding included wildlife and 
plant surveys, trail work, education and outreach, and youth internship 
programs. High-elevation surveys in the remote Rincon Mountains 
provided critical data on key species, including the threatened Mexican 
Spotted Owl, quaking aspen, and American black bear. As part of the 
Next Generation Ranger Corps Internship Program, interns conducted 
species monitoring, genetic sampling, and refined aspen protocols, 
ensuring data-driven conservation strategies aligned with wilderness 
stewardship goals. Additional efforts restored natural conditions and 
improved the undeveloped quality of wilderness character in the 
Saguaro Wilderness through the removal of obsolete barbed wire 
fencing in both park districts, reconnecting wildlife corridors and 
improving habitat for migratory species.

It's an honor to receive this recognition for our work to protect Saguaro National Park's congressionally designated 
wilderness. We would not be able to fund these initiatives without the generous support from our donors and 
leadership from our Board of Directors. Thank you for your commitment to Saguaro National Park!

Friends Wins Wilderness Stewardship Award
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The 27th Annual Dinner & Auction to benefit Saguaro 
National Park was a record-breaking success! We 
raised $88,013 to support our mission to help protect 
wildlife and habitat, preserve cultural resources, promote 
environmental education, improve recreational trails, 
enhance visitor experiences and build environmental 
stewardship at Saguaro National Park. 210 friends attended 
as we recognized and celebrated the following individuals 
and organizations that helped fulfill our mission in the 
past year: Donors Dottie Davis, Virginia Van Der Veer, 
Leah McGinnis and Scott Stonum; Corporate Partners 
Tucson Electric Power and the National Park Foundation; 
Community Partners Western National Parks and Crooked 
Tooth Brewery; Volunteers Nils Julin, David Rabb and 
Bill Mannan. Attendees also enjoyed Friends of Saguaro 
National Park Mesquite Amber, the beer created though a 
collaboration with Crooked Tooth Brewery. Remarks were 
made by Graeme Hughes, Board President for Friends, 
Fred Stula, Executive Director for Friends, and Kelly 
Fuhrmann, Superintendent at Saguaro National Park. The 
Mariachi Rayos del Sol from Tucson High School and Rich 
Rodriguez performed, and Christine Sullivan served as the 
auctioneer. The 27th Annual Friends of Saguaro Dinner & 
Auction was our most successful event, thanks to the generous support and commitment from our Board 
Members, donors, volunteers, and corporate and community partners. A special thanks goes to our 
event sponsor Tucson Electric Power and gift donors.

27th Annual Dinner & Auction

AAC Hotel Tucson Downtown
Amerind Museum
Arizona Biltmore Resort
Arizona Cardinals
Arizona Diamondbacks
Arizona Zipline Adventures
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum
B & B Cactus Farm
Biosphere 2
Bob & Donna Snyder
David Hamra & Laura Walton
Desert Botanical Garden
Desert Diamond Hotel & Casino
DoubleTree by Hilton Tucson Reid Park
Fox Tucson Theatre
Fred & Tiffany Stula
Golf N' Stuff

Greg & Amy Hansen
Guadalajara Original Grill
Harrah's Ak-Chin Hotel & Casino
Heard Museum
HF Coors
Hilton El Conquistador Resort
Hilton Scottsdale Resort & Villas
Jo Kubran
JW Marriott Starr Pass Resort & Spa
Leo Kent Hotel
Lexi Coburn
Linda Friedman
Lodge on the Desert
Loews Ventana Canyon Resort
Madaras Gallery
Mitch Stuart Inc.
Mount Lemmon Lodge

Omni Tucson National Resort
REI
Reid Park Zoological Society
Ritz-Carlton, Dove Mountain
Sonoran Wines
Strater Hotel
Tanque Verde Ranch
Terry DeWald
True Ranch Collection
Tucson Botanical Gardens
Tucson Electric Power
Tucson Historic Preservation Foundation
Tucson Improv Movement
Virginia Van Der Veer
Western National Parks
Westin La Paloma Resort & Spa
Wigwam Arizona

Gift Donors:
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April 1, 2025 – September 30, 2025
Our thanks and appreciation to all our donors during the two last quarters; 
we apologize for any errors or omissions.Our Donors
Vicki Stanton,  

In Memory of Bill Bonsall
Charles Stein
Scott Stonum
Leonard Summers
Don Swann
Howard and Marlies Terpning
Tucson Hiking Guide,  

In Memory of Betty Leavengood
Tucson Saddle Club
Lisa Wong
Flora Yee,  

In Memory of Janet Tang
David Zeman
Trina Zimmermann,  

In Memory of Jim Vandergriff
Chris Zumbaugh

Donations of  
$50 - $99
Stephen Abbott
Ian Aebel
Anonymous (5)
Nancy Atherton
Russell and Susan Bechtol
Alexandra Bernardino, Arizona 

Gives Day
Sarah Bertrand
Lynda Bradley
Sallie Bray,  

In Memory of Larry Fulton
Anne Campbell, Arizona Gives Day
Vicki Carroll, Arizona Gives Day
Joan Cavanaugh
Michael Chehoski
Mary Ellen Cowles
John Cuprisin,  

In Memory of John Cuprisin
Lynn Goldaper,  

In Memory of Barbara Borenstein

Jeffrey Goodhue
Judith Hartigan
Louis and Phillis Herbster,  

In Honor of Catherine and  
Victor Kaufman

Helen Hensley
Kathleen Hirshman,  

Arizona Gives Day
Kate Hotten
Thomas Hoppensteadt
Colleen Hoyt
Ross Iwamoto and  

Marianne Vivirito
Siri Khalsa
John Lowy
Linda Marcotte
Mike and Barb McElroy
Alycia and Gregg Miller
Mary Munill
Robert Nazarian
Marlene Olson
Chris Pablo,  

In Memory of Tyler Pablo
Sarah Lee Patz,  

In Memory of Barbara Borenstein
James Rauff
Pauline Rush,  

In Memory of Reland Kane
Thomas Saylor
Danny Scott
Bruce Smith, Arizona Gives Day
James Suozzo,  

In Memory of Wendy Suozzo
Kimberly Tomizuka
Kathleen Vestecka,  

Arizona Gives Day
Jerrie Uitti,  

In Memory of Tyler Pablo
Lindsey Willard
Rhoda Wolfe-Carr
Shohei Yoneda

Donations to $49
Anonymous
Chelsea Baker
Deron Beal
Bradley Benavides
Lisa Bunting
James Clarke
Leonard Cohen
Marilynn D’Antonio,  

In Memory of Reland Kane
Sally Deutz
Sage Fairman
Maria Fierro,  

In Memory of Jim Vandergriff
Kevin Furey
Homer Geymer
Cindy Hammel
E. Marie Hix
Amanda Hood
Dana Karibian,  

In Memory of Jim Vandergriff
Destiny Kelledy,  

In Memory of Barry Bailey
Marana Host Lions Club
Ryan Matchett,  

In Memory of Reland Kane
Adam Mitchell
Emily Oliver
Tracy Rick
Mary Roberts
Joan Samuelson
Ronald Steffens,  

Arizona Gives Day
Holli Strand
Craig Way
Ivy Wells
Victor Yarne
Annette Zinn

Donations of $5,000  
or More
National Park Foundation 

Donations of  
$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Rodney and Connie Boorse
Lee and Terri Cooper
Marie Doyle
Michael Fassett, Arizona Gives Day
Susan Gray, In Memory of Reland 

Kane
Graeme and Julie Hughes
Nils Julin,  

In Memory of Camille Julin
Deonne Kahler
Dan and Kit Kimball
Richard Pectol
Louise Plank
David and Lauren Rabb,  

Arizona Gives Day
The Solomon Family
Target Circle Community  

Support Program
Roger Thomson and  

Mary Connors
Makoto Ueno
Adrian and Joan Van Loozenoord
Wendy Erica Werden,  

In Memory of Reland Kane

Donations of  
$500 - $999
Juliana Auel and Robert Whomsley
Enrique and Jennifer Aviles
Erik and Carrie Bakken,  

In Memory of Reland Kane
Catherine Bartlett
Dave Bartlett
Benevity Community Impact Fund
John and Patricia Case
Fangamer, LLC 
Nick Fox
Sharon Ogan
JoAnn and Jay Osborne
Kameswari Pattisapu
Recreational Equipment, Inc.
Patrick Rogers
Victoria Ruehl

Hank and Chris Shea
David Stevenson
Fred and Tiffany Stula
James Swinehart
Dennis and Leigh Anne Thrasher, 

In Honor of Jasmine the Donkey
Stewart Title Foundation
Don Vandegriff
Western National Parks

Donations of  
$250 - $499
America’s Charities
Anonymous
Shannon Breslin,  

In Memory of Reland Kane
Shirley Clark
Bruce Coull, Arizona Gives Day
Larry and Judy East
Kieran and Ernest Fasse
Louise Glasser
Carol Harma
Michael and Kathleen Houghtaling
Mary Keane
Richard Keiler and  

Tommilee Phillips
Fred and Sandra Luckau
Ralph McLaughlin
David Parnell
Rodney and Pamela Rempt
Barbara Smith
Robert and Suzanne Snow
Mary and Jeff Stoller
Jo Ward

Donations of  
$100 - $249
Jana Alva
Rebecca Arenivar
Alberto Arenas,  

In Memory of Jim Vandergriff  
and Donna Jurich

Peter Backus
Rhonda Bannard
Jennie Barnes
Jill Bessey
Michael Block
Sean Bruner
Daniel and Carol Brunton
Ron Coghlan,  

In Memory of Jim Vandergriff

Jonnie Cohen,  
In Memory of Jim Vandergriff

Margaret Colella
Louise Conrad
Dorothy Davis, Arizona Gives Day
Sandra Diggins
Janice Dowling
Rose Emery,  

In Memory of Ted Emery
Marie Geraci
Kathryn and Brendan Godfrey, In 

Memory of Earl and  
Donna Codner

Richard and Deborah Goepfrich, 
Arizona Gives Day

Eloise Gore
Daniel Gragg
Kathryn Gullen
Amy Hansen
Gayle Hartmann,  

In Memory of Jeanne Broome
Peter Hauser
Joanna Henderson
Robert and Janine Hernbrode
John and Jane Hess
Craig Hillock
Ron Johnson,  

In Honor of Betty Johnson
Barbara Joyce
Alice Kachman
Charles Kerr
Valerie Kind,  

In Honor of Fred Stula
Andrew Koraleski
Jeff Lewis
Marisa Linsly
Hilary Lips,  

In Memory of Wayne Andrew
Shirley Livingston
Virginia Logsdon
Judith Malen
Justis and Charles McLaren,  

In Memory of Barry Bailey
Karen McWhirter
Loree Miles
Anne Neale
Patio Garden Club of Tucson
Karen Pope
Marcia Popp
Marvin and Renee Rockford
Alice Roe
Michelle Schulte
Travis Spore
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Friends of Saguaro National Park 
2700 North Kinney Road 
Tucson, AZ 85743

Website:	 www.friendsofsaguaro.org 

E-mail:	 fosnp@friendsofsaguaro.org 

Phone:	 (520) 733-8610

Board of Directors
Graeme Hughes, President 
Nils Julin, Vice-President 
David Rabb, Treasurer 
Catherine Bartlett, Secretary 
Enrique Avilés 
Dr. Michael Fassett 
Nick Fox 
Dan Kimball 
Dr. R. William Mannan 
Dr. Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Catherine Schladweiler 
Doug Siegel 
Bonnie Slaten 
Dr. Joe Theobald

Kelly Fuhrmann, Park Manager 
Elizabeth Hudick, NPS/FOSNP Liaison 
Fred Stula, MPA, Executive Director

1.	 Visit the Park and participate in a Ranger  
Guided Program. View the full program list at  
www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit

2. 	Sign up to be a volunteer  
www.nps.gov/sagu/getinvolved

3.	 Donate to FOSNP to support the projects and 
programs at SNP www.friendsofsaguaro.org

4. 	Advocate to protect and preserve  
Saguaro National Park www.npca.org

5. 	Sign-up for the monthly FOSNP e-newsletter  
www.friendsofsaguaro.org

www.facebook.com/
friendsofsaguaro

www.instagram.com/
friendsofsaguaro

How You Can Help SNP


